July 27th, 2003
Hi Gavin

Just read your latest e-mail. Yes, it will take some time to adjust to civilian life, which is quite different from the military. And for anyone who does not want to be in the military permanently, the longer they leave it to get out, the harder the adjustment to civilian life is. Good too that you can actually see some of the colleges you might go to. I have heard that the California State universities are often better teaching institutions than the ‘research’ universities’ like UCSD and Stanford. This is because the main task of the staff is to teach rather than to do research. Also, if you went to a state university, you may not need to transfer to another university. You say you have applied for a job in LA. Why LA? You would then have to find and pay for accommodation. Why not San Diego? 


Did you get my e-mail letter the other day? I am beginning to wonder if all my mails are getting through to people. Publishers here in HK and Singapore say they are not getting everything I send. I don’t know what the cause is. One reason might be that people’s mail boxes are full or almost full. It may be the ISP or even Netscape. What I will do sometimes is to copy the e-mails to my other address to see if they actually get to Netscape and out again. 

Yesterday afternoon, I watched on TV the All Blacks play Australia in Sydney. Again they did all right, winning 50 – 21. They scored 7 tries to the Australia’s 3. If they keep this up, they may win all 4 of their tests in the tri-nations tournament. And then there is the World Cup in October/November also in Australia. However, there is a small chance that NZ might not even be at the World Cup!! This is because the ABs are in a dispute over the bonus they would receive if they win the cup. At present, each player is being offered about US$54 000. This is in contrast to about US$130 000 for Australian and SA players and about US$220 000 for the French players. The NZ Rugby Union says they can’t afford more, and this is probably true. In contrast, Australia is expected to make a packet from the tournament. The deadline for signing to participate in the World Cup is this week. So if this is not signed, NZ will not be there. The NZRFU is even thinking of rejecting the top players who won’t sign and taking a second-string team (who probably would agree to the bonus). I get all this information for the “Planet Rugby” website. 

In the past week, two typhoons have come close to HK. Last Monday, the first number 1 signal of the season was raised but it didn’t last long. Then on Thursday, a very powerful and fast-moving typhoon that had carved a path of destruction across the Philippines, headed straight for HK. But it gradually veered west and crossed the coast into Guangdong. The # 1 signal went up in the morning and then by the evening the # 8 was raised but was lowered the next morning at 8 a.m. just in time to cause chaos for people all trying to get to work at the same time. The typhoon had almost no effect in Tin Shui Wai; it was calm here all the time. 

A young sperm whale was beached at Tai Long Wan (the big beach beyond Sai Kung that we used to go to occasionally). As it turned out to be impossible to re-float it, it was put down. It was then towed away and buried. Or, as one TV news report said, it was “laid to rest” which I have never heard used for an animal. In a year or so, its skeleton will be dug up for scientific investigation. 

A group of IIs (illegal immigrants) was caught at Kwai Chung terminal the other day. They were being smuggled from China to the US. 

Tony Blair, the British Prime Minister was in HK on thursday. He was supposed to stay for 2 days, but cut it short in case the typhoon came. This was the last stop on his tour of Asia, which also included Japan, Korea and China. He met Tung Chee-hua and also Li Ka Shing. Also, Tung has finally had a meeting with the democratic party, something he has always refused to do. But the July 1st protest rally changed that. 

There is a big scam in the Entertainment Industry in HK. The ICAC arrested many people recently including singers, Entertainment company bosses and senior TV people. The scam is that the companies are bribing TV people to put certain singers on their shows/concerts even if these singers are lousy. Those on the shows are then able to scoop a lot of awards the TV companies dish out to singers. One of those arrested was Nicholas Tse, the same guy who was in trouble recently when he crashed his Ferrari. 

I watch the final episode on TV of “The Amazing Race.” Of the 3 teams on the final leg, the team I did not want to win, did win and got the US$1 million prize! This included a girl who has done nothing but moan, whine and perform for most of the race. The guy with her was OK though and was a good competitor. Twice during the race they could have been eliminated but were lucky as these turned out to be non-elimination legs. They were actually running last, but at the very end had incredible luck in managing to get a taxi ahead of the other 2 teams. The “old” couple, whom other teams had been dismissing all through the race, actually ended up second (just a minute or two behind the winners).

I may start exercise again tomorrow. I have not done any for 2 weeks as I have been feeling just too tired. Still feel a bit tired but should start again. 

Let me know as soon as possible when you intend to be in HK. I transferred some money to Mummy’s US account. This is for Nadine’s tuition fees but some is for your air fare. 

That’s about it for now. 

Cheers, 
Dad






( 2

